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The continued growth of very large data environments such as Westlaw and Dialog, in addition to the World Wide 
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Computing metaphors have become an Integral part of Information systems design, yet they are deeply rooted In 
cultural practices. This paper presents an investigation of the cross-cultural use and usability of such metaphors by 
studying the library metaphor ... 
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XML is quicl<iy becoming the de facto standard for data exchange over the Internet. This Is creating a new set of 
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